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4 Yr Old Group News March 2020 

Dear Families 

It’s hard to believe that we are already at the end of Term 1! It’s been a busy time for the 

children as they learn through play  - making new friends and learning to be part of a big group.  

The uncertainty caused by the COVID-19 pandemic has been a cause of concern for all of us. At 

this stage we are receiving daily updates from management at YRKinders. High priority is 

Hygiene - children are required to wash their hands on arrival, after blowing/wiping their nose, 

before and after eating and after toileting. The Preschool is cleaned daily after sessions and 

staff regularly wipe and clean surfaces frequently throughout the day. All bookings for special 

visitors and events at the Preschool have been cancelled. To limit congestion for parents and 

children, we will open the door a few minutes early at drop off & pick up times. We ask that you 

keep us informed if your child is unwell or you choose to keep them home. Please be reassured 

that if there is a confirmed case of the virus amongst our families or staff, this will be 

communicated to all families and potentially affected parties as we are required to do. (Please 

read the “Self-assessment for risk of COVID-19” attached. Printed copies are available on 

request.) 

Some Term 1 highlights: 

Seaweed Stevie came to talk to the children about marine life. All the children had the 

opportunity to hold some live animals in the “touch tank.” There was also a static display with 

preserved shark teeth, shells, crabs, seahorses, seadragons, turtle shells, whale bones, puffer 

fish …... We all learnt lots of facts about whales, sharks, puffer fish, rock pool animals and how 

rubbish can effect marine life. This was a great “hands on” learning experience for the children. 

There have also been lots of popular everyday activities -  looking for treasure (gold & 

diamonds) in the sandpit, excavating in the digging patch, the basket swing, painting using 

rollers & brushes, pirate ships, puppets, block constructions & marble runs. All these activities 

support children to development skills. 

Last year the Preschool achieved a “Smiles 4 Miles” award. The program aims to improve oral 

health for Preschool children and focuses on 3 areas: Drink Well, Eat Well & Clean Well.   This 

year we will continue to follow the Smiles for Miles program. We have been talking to the 

children about the importance of drinking water and discussions about healthy food and 

“sometimes food.”   We’ll be adding to the veggie garden soon, as we’ve already picked some 

zucchini, small pumpkins and cherry tomatoes. Last week the children helped to bake a zucchini 

slice to share for lunch. Families will receive additional information and links to activities as part 

of Family engagement in the program. In addition, we will arrange for Inspiro’s school Dental 

program to visit the Preschool later in the year.  

 Thankyou for taking the time to read the newsletter.  We’ll contact families via email if there 

are any further developments regarding next term,               Kathy, Rita, Trudi, Alana & Kylie 
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Diary Dates:  to be confirmed        

             
  

Term 2 begins - Tuesday 14 April 

Photos – Mon 11 May & Tues 15 May  

Australian Wildlife – Thursday 18 & Friday 19 June 

Rhythm Fun (Drumming) with Jo – Mon 20 & Tues 21 July 

Rabbit Rearing – 4 weeks beginning Mon 5 Oct 

Holly’s Backyard Bees – Thurs 8 & Fri 9 Oct 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTCOME 2:  

CHILDREN ARE CONNECTED WITH 
AND CONTRIBUTE TO THEIR 
WORLD  

Experiences of relationships and participation 

in communities contribute to children's 

belonging, being and becoming. From birth 

children experience living and learning with 

others in a range of communities. These 

might include families, local communities or 

early childhood settings. Having a positive 

sense of identity and experiencing respectful, 

responsive relationships strengthens 

children's interest and skills in being and 

becoming active contributors to their world. 

As children move into early childhood 

settings they broaden their experiences as 

participants in different relationships and 

communities.  

Over time the variety and complexity of 

ways in which children connect and 

participate with others increases. Babies 

participate through smiling, crying, imitating, 

and making sounds to show their level of 

interest in relating to or participating with 

others. Toddlers participate and connect with 

other toddlers through such gestures as 

offering their teddy to a distressed child or 

welcoming a new child enthusiastically. 

Older children show interest in how others 

regard them and understandings about 

friendships. They develop understandings 

that their actions or responses affect how 

others feel or experience belonging  

When educators create environments in 

which children experience mutually 

enjoyable, caring and respectful relationships 

with people and the environment, children 

respond accordingly. When children 

participate collaboratively in everyday 

routines, events and experiences and have 

opportunities to contribute to decisions, they 

learn to live interdependently.  

Children's connectedness and different ways 

of belonging with people, country and 

communities helps them to learn ways of 

being which reflect the values, traditions and 

practices of their families and communities. 

Over time this learning transforms the ways 

they interact with others.  

 

 



 


